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ELECTRICITY REFORM AGENDA, SUPPORT 

9. Mr F.M. LOGAN to the Minister for Energy: 
Is the minister aware of growing support for the Government’s electricity reform agenda? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER replied: 
Most members in this House know that Western Australia’s high electricity prices are a disincentive to 
investment in Western Australia.  There are a number of ways of comparing electricity price differences.  The 
most recent publication by the Electricity Supply Association of Australia Ltd suggested that compared with the 
Australian capital city median price, residential prices in Perth are 14.1 per cent higher, small business prices are 
19.9 per cent higher and large business prices are 18.9 per cent higher.  These high prices are a matter of concern 
to the Western Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry and the Chamber of Minerals and Energy of 
Western Australia.  Access Economics Pty Ltd also considered the issue at the request of the chambers and, in its 
comments, backed a reform process.  A spokesperson for Access Economics on Radio 6PR went on to say - 

If you’re going to get sustainable pressure for lower prices in Western Australia . . . it’s got to come 
through competition in generation.  And you won’t get that competition in generation unless you also 
have competing retailers driving it, that is, buying power from generators and looking for the best deal 
for their customers, and you won’t get those things unless you split generation and retailing off from the 
network. 

The agenda for electricity reform is so compelling that Hon George Cash supported the case publicly in defiance 
of the Leader of the Opposition.  On 27 July, a prominent, but unfortunately unnamed, senior Liberal told The 
Australian Financial Review that it was time for the Leader of the Opposition’s views on energy reform to be 
debated in the party room because he was out of step with the broader business community.   

The Leader of the Opposition told The Australian Financial Review that reform of the electricity industry is 
complex and few people understand it.  In other words, the Leader of the Opposition said that The Australian 
Financial Review should not worry about senior Liberal dissidents in the Liberal Party because his colleagues do 
not understand electricity reform, do not know what they are talking about and that he, the Leader of the 
Opposition, has the best adviser - himself.   

Dr G.I. Gallop:  Mr Perfect. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  That is right.  As we know, a week is a long time in politics. 

I was fascinated to read a cutting from today’s The Australian Financial Review.  Apparently, the Leader of the 
Opposition has seen the light.  He has declared that he now supports the central plank of electricity reform; that 
is, the separation of transmission from the rest of Western Power.  It is curious that his conversion to electricity 
reform coincides with today’s no doubt very interesting party room meeting of the Liberal Party.  Last week he 
looked around for his supporters on electricity reform and found no-one there.  Worse still, from his point of 
view, senior Liberals - one unnamed and the other named as Hon George Cash - support electricity reform and 
support the process implemented by this Government.  

It is interesting to note the conversion by the Leader of the Opposition although I can foresee other backflips on 
this issue coming from members opposite, because what the Leader of the Opposition is saying now does not 
coincide with what he said in The Australian Financial Review; however, that was before the party room 
meeting and this is after the party room meeting.  The Leader of the Opposition is still here, so perhaps he does 
not need to say it.  My general view is that the Leader of the Opposition’s conversion to electricity reform in the 
preservation of his leadership is simply too little, too late.  I regret that because although he is not a supporter of 
mine, I am a supporter of his.   
 


